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ALUMNI NEWS FROM ITC
Spring 1994
“GOD’S GUIDANCE - NOT LADY LUCK”
by Reta L Bigham
The careers of ITC alumni run the gamut of
theological professions. This column in The Lantern
serves as the vehicle to show the diversity of talents of
our alumni, to keep our readers abreast of alumni
achievements, and to let the alumni know that we here at
“home base” are proud of you as you excel in your
professional careers. We strive for equity in gender and
denomination in our selection of featured alumni. This
month’s featured alumna is Lt. Col. Diana McNeil
Janies—the highest ranking female chaplain in the
history of the Army.
If you were to read the resume, numerous newspaper
clippings, and Diana’s officer’s evaluation forms, it
would be hard to believe the accomplishments that she
has made since graduating from ITC (1976). However,
once you understand what she regards as the driving
force behind her success, it is believable. “Philippians
4:13, ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me’, is the power in my life,” says Chaplain James.
After completing her high school education in her
hometown of Harrisburg, PA, Diana began her affiliation
with the armed services. She worked as a civilian clerk
at Olmstead Air Force Base (Middletown, PA) and a
computer aid supervisor for the U.S. Army Management
Systems Support Agency at the Pentagon in Washington.
Diana attended evening school at Federal City College
while working at the Pentagon and earned the Bachelor
of Science degree in Business Administration (1973).
Diana felt that her formal education days were over
and the B.S. degree in business would open doors for her;
however, “God revealed to me that I should go into the
ministry.” When she received this revelation she had 17
years of experience as a government employee and a GS-
7, step 7 ranking. After much praying, fasting, and
reflecting, Diana embarked upon this new horizon.
“Friends thought I was crazy to give it (years of service
and rank) up. My family was in full support of me.
When I called my sister to break the news, she told me, ‘If
the Lord has called you into the ministry, then put a
rubber band around all of your bills and send them to us.’”
In December 1973 she resigned from civil service, entered
ITC in January 1974 on a full scholarship, and completed
the M.Div. degree in May 1976.
Having worked as a civil service employee, Diana
considered becoming a religious education counselor
with the government. The headline for one of the
newspaper clippings reads: Lady Luck: Wrong
number dialed 10 years ago first step towards
becoming first woman supervisor. Diana called the
Pentagon to inquire about job possibilities as a director of
Diana McNeil James
religious education with the Army. Instead of reaching
the Pentagon she reached the Chief of Chaplains. As
Diana remembers their conversation, “He told me they
needed people for the Army’s chaplain program, and that
I sounded as if I fit the bill. It seemed as if a door was
opening. I would have been content to teach in the
poorest country parish, or wherever the Lord led me, but
it seemed, after a lot of prayer, as if this was the way.”
On July 5, 1976, Diana was commissioned a captain in
the U.S. Army, becoming the third woman Army
chaplain.
Among the capacities in which Diana has served are
Alcohol and Drug Chaplain and troop chaplain for the
DISCOM chapel (Ft. Carson, CO); battalion chaplain for
the 2d Battalion (Korea); director of the Life Enrichment
Center and Pastor of the Gospel Service (Ft. Bliss, TX);
brigade chaplain for the 10th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade (Darmstadt, Germany); chief of Pastoral Care
and Hospital Ministry at Womack Army Hospital (Ft.
Bragg, NC); and assistant brigade chaplain, senior pastor
of Daniel Circle Gospel Chapel and director of the
Family Life Center (Ft. Jackson, SC).
Continuing to believe Phil. 4:13, Diana increased
her educational training. In 1980 she completed the
Chaplain’s Officer Advanced Course in Marriage and
Family Counseling (Ft. Monmouth, NJ), and was
selected by the Chief of Chaplains to participate in the
Officer’s Education Program. She received the Master of
Arts degree in Pastoral Psychotherapy from the American
Institute of Family Relations (Los Angeles, CA) in 1981.
Throughout her military career, Chaplain James has
been “a first.” In 1977 she was the first woman Army
chaplain assigned to the Reforger Field Exercises (joint
U.S.-German Army maneuvers) in Europe. On April 1,
1984 she became the first woman Army chaplain to
obtain the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, thus becoming the
highest ranking female chaplain in the history of the
Army. Presently, there are only two female lieutenant
colonel chaplains in the U.S. Army. In addition to these
matchless achievements, Lt. Colonel James is the
recipient of the Meritorious Service Medal with two oak
leaf clusters, The Army Commendation Medal with an
oak leaf cluster, the Humanitarian Award, The Army
Service Ribbon, The Overseas Service Ribbon, and the
National Defense Medal.
A statement by her superior taken from her most
recent evaluation form lets us in on another
commendation that is looming on the horizon: “I
recommend Chaplain James be assigned to duty in higher
level positions, assign her with duty as installation
chaplain or at a major Army command. Promote to
Colonel.” We anxiously await the official news that this
recommendation has come to fruition.
Lt. Col. James is married to Arthur Jerome James
(Retired - U.S. Navy) who Diana describes as “one of
God’s best. He knows who he is and not threatened by
my position. He’s very understanding and supportive.” I
had the pleasure of meeting Diana and Arthur when they
returned to ITC in February for Mason Seminary’s
Founder’s Day celebration. In our brief conversation as
we discussed all of her achievements, she readily







Some school years are better than others. 1993-94
has been the most eventful year in my ten years at the
helm of this grand institution. Let me cite a few
examples that justify my jubilation.
In early June of 1993 we broke ground for the
construction of the Lifelong Education Center. This
building will house several of our administrative offices,
classroom and breakout rooms for conferences, a
preaching, audio-visual and computer laboratory,
conference rooms, atrium, lounge and hotel-type
residential space for forty-four persons. The Center,
which will be beautifully landscaped, will make it
possible for ITC to host a variety of conferences being
held in Atlanta, as well as serve alumni/ae and others.
The building, by Board of Trustees action, is named the
James H. Costen Lifelong Education Center. You are
invited to the dedication on May 6, 1994 at 3:00 p.m.
Included in the dedication will be the special recognition
of the Thomas J. Pugh Pastoral Counseling Center.
Another feature of this school year was the lavish
observance of my tenth year as president of ITC. A
crowd of about 200 persons attended a dinner event at the
Christian Fellowship Baptist Church in College Park,
where Board chairman Emmanuel McCall is pastor.
Heartwarming testimonies were made, gifts were given,
and James Belle (a student at Johnson C. Smith
Seminary) created a composition in my honor.
Four hundred forty students are enrolled here this
year, the largest in our history. Each seminary here has
experienced significant growth in the number and
academic qualities of its students. They represent thirty
states and twelve countries.
Three new faculty members have been employed
this year as well as the initiation of searches for a
Coordinator of Student Life and Counselor/Chaplain.
These persons will commence their terms July 1, 1994.
This year has been one in which we are beginning to
see greater participation and financial support from our
almost 2000 alumni. Largely the work of our new
Coordinator of Alumni/ae Affairs, Paulette Isaac, we now
have fourteen alumni/ae chapters throughout the country.
The culminating feature of our alumni events this year
will be our first ever Grand Reunion. Under the
leadership of Katie Cannon and Angelin Simmons,
several hundred former students are expected to return to
the campus May 6-7. On May 6, Dr. James Cone, Briggs
Professor of Theology at Union Seminary, will be the
speaker. That evening there will be a gala banquet at a
downtown hotel. The weekend will culminate Saturday
morning with Commencement and the President’s
Reception.
Finally, at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 7, 1994 we
will celebrate our Thirty-Sixth Commencement
observance. Almost one hundred students will graduate
this year. President Bill Clinton has been invited as our
speaker. The invitation is on his desk and I expect a
response shortly. His coming will be a once in a lifetime
occasion for our faculty and students, and a wonderful
coup for ITC.
Now you see why I am excited about this school
year.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Pray for Christian vocations •
• Remember ITC in your will •
• Inquire about making endowment gifts •




The past three years have been some of the most
eventful years of my ministry. Since I have served as
president of the National Alumni Association, I have
found a new appreciation for the importance of good
and effective alumni for schools of higher learning. I
have also found that among African American schools,
the alumni support has been embarrassingly low. ITC
is no exception. When I took office, I found that the
overwhelming majority of our alumni has been non-
supportive. Not all, of course, is the fault of the alumni.
One of the main concerns has been to structure the
alumni organization to such an extent that our graduates
can feel good about supporting our school. I am happy
to report that there are some positive signals coming
from different parts of the country, and that makes me
happy. I think the most positive thing that has occurred
is the appointment of Ms. Paulette Isaac as Alumni
Coordinator. We are happy to see the alumni chapters
coming together across the country. I recently returned
from Charlotte, NC where a new chapter was installed.
Now is the time for the election of national
officers. A nominations form is included in this issue of
The Lantern on page 5. Fellow alumni, please
participate in the process and return the completed form
immediately.
I regret to announce the death of Dr. Thomas J.
Pugh—a pillar of ITC whose memory will be indelibly
written in our hearts forever. I seized the opportunity to
attend his funeral. Our condolences to his family.
As I traveled throughout the country visiting with
alumni who are laboring in their chosen ministries, I
was welcomed with open arms. This I deeply
appreciate. May God’s richest blessings continue to be
yours. It is a pleasure serving you.





ITC is currently seeking applications for the position
of Student Affairs Coordinator. The job description
follows:
The position of Student Affairs Coordinator answers to
the Vice President for Academic Services and relates to
other ITC administrative officers, faculty and students.
Responsibilities include: coordinating a full range of
student affairs and activities inclusive of planning special
student events, establishing other student support groups,
and coordinating and developing a calendar of events.
Person must be able to relate to a multiracial,
multicultural, ecumenical theological setting.
Qualifications for the position are: an advanced degree,
preferably theological, from an accredited institution,
ordained parish ministry experience desired, but not
required. Salary commensurate with qualifications and
experience. Interested persons should send a letter of
intent, vitae, and three letters of recommendation to Dr.
Jonathan Jackson, Chair, Search Committee, ITC,
671 Beckwith Street, SW Atlanta, Georgia 30314.
Deadline for receipt of applications is April 15,1994.
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NEWS AND NOTES
FROM OIA
A grant of $25,000 from The Teagle Foundation
(New York) will enable the Office of Institutional
Advancement (OIA) to secure modern technology to
better serve its alumni and donor constituency. As OIA
moves into its new quarters in the James H. Costen
Lifelong Education Center a new computer network
will enhance the record keeping and retrieval systems
for maintaining more accurate records of address
changes and other current information about our alumni
and friends. As alumni clubs are regenerated or begun,
this system will enable the Alumni Coordinator to
provide up-to-date and accurate information for the
elected leaders. Alumni directories will also be more
feasible with this access to current information.
Retrieval of information from the current system is
often done by hand, and 4x6 index cards for donors are
still in use. With the new technology, donor lists can be
easily acquired and accuracy of donor records can be
enhanced. Thanks to The Teagle Foundation, OIA will
catch up on available technology and be positioned for
the 21st century in its record keeping.
An examination of current records of Alumni
Annual Fund support indicates that the goal of $10,000
in unrestricted funds from alumni or generated by
alumni will be met and exceeded this year. Three
alumni-pastored churches have given $1,000 to the
Annual Fund so far this year and another church
contributes $150 per month ($1,350 this year to date)!
This show of confidence in ITC by its alumni will serve
the Center well in seeking grants and other gifts from
“outside the family.” Alumni gifts are still very much
needed and welcomed!
With less joy, we note that Cassandra Baker,
assistant director, OIA, with responsibility for Public
Relations, resigned on February 25 to begin her own
consulting business in public relations. In her six years
at ITC she has been an effective communicator for the
Center and a special friend to many faculty, staff,
administrators and students. Her successor has not yet
been named.
A parting thought: Do you have a valid will?
Remember, if you don’t the state has one for you and it
probably won’t be to your liking. For information
contact OIA. There is no obligation and your family




Bernard K. Jackson, Sr.
1961-1994
Bernard K. Jackson, Sr. (‘87-MSR) died suddenly
January 19, 1994. He was pastor of Mount Tabor
Missionary Baptist Church (Tampa, FL) at the time of his
death. As reported in the Florida Sentinel-Bulletin, Rev.
Jackson upon arriving in Tampa four years ago “came in
wanting to make things happen for the community in
which he lived.”
His untimely death was a shock not only to many of
his colleagues, but also to members of the ITC
community who knew him. Expressions of condolences
are sent to Rev. Jackson’s widow and two children.
Funeral services were held in Tampa as well as his
hometown of East St. Louis, IL.
Vaughn Arzah Johnson
1951-1994
The death of ITC alumnus, Vaughn Arzah Johnson
(‘77-GTS), has saddened the ITC community. Rev.
Johnson died at Johns Hopkins Medical Hospital on
February 5, 1994. A native of the state of Maryland, most
of his life was spent serving as pastor in several charges in
his home state with the exception of five years ( 1984-
1989). During this time he served as Associate Council
Director for the Peninsula Conference Council on
Ministries in Dover, Delaware.
At the time of his death, Rev. Johnson was the pastor
ofWesley Temple United Methodist Church in Salisbury,
MD. His survivors include his wife, Debbie; three sons,
Thomas, Kenneth, and Jonathan; siblings, and other
relatives.
Charlie Mae Littlejohn Pearson
1904-1994
Charlie Mae Littlejohn Pearson, president of the
Women’s Convention Auxiliary of the General
Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia, died February
16, 1994. For thirty-eight years she served with the Home
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. In
1985 and 1992, Mrs. Pearson co-chaired the Atlanta Host
Committee for the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A.,
Inc.
She served on several local and national Boards of
Directors including the Morehouse School of Religion and
Bryant Theological Seminary (Fitzgerald, GA). Because
of her outstanding service in the field of religion, ITC
awarded her the Doctor ofHumane Letters degree in 1993.
Dr. Pearson was funeralized on February 19 at her
home church, Zion Hill Baptist Church. Her survivors
include two foster daughters, one foster son, two brothers,
other relatives and many religious associates and friends.
Thomas Jefferson Pugh
1917-1994
University of Chicago and
University of Penn¬
sylvania) prepared him for
a long and distinguished
career as a scholar, teacher
and counselor. Prior to
joining the ITC faculty, Dr.
Pugh was a member of the
faculty at Albany State
College and Bryant
Theological Seminary.
Dr. Thomas J. Pugh
Upon learning of his




Pugh are one and the same. The father of pastoral care
and counseling in Black theological education, Dr. Pugh
has influenced the more than 2000 alumni of this
institution. His commitment to holistic ministers and
ministry has influenced positively the African American
church in wonderfully helpful ways. While considerably
diminished by his death, ITC, now and in the future, will
glow from the light of his memory.”
Dr. Pugh was eulogized by Dr. Richard L. Hester,
executive director of the Georgia Association for Pastoral
Care (GAPC). In his words of comfort, Dr. Hester noted
that “Tom had served on the Board of Governors of
GAPC since 1962 (a founding Board member), and he
was an officer of the Board as far back as anyone can
remember.” In 1986 when the Association for Clinical
Pastoral Education met in Atlanta, Dr. Pugh was given
special recognition. At. that time, “50% of the African
American chaplain supervisors in the United States had
trained under him.”
The extolling message by Dr. Hester, “Be Not
Afraid,” (the title of a Christmas sermon preached by Dr.
Pugh in 1948) told the story of Dr. Pugh’s “serenity and
courage”...“being a minority of one in the rough and
tumble pioneer programs of clinical pastoral education.”
The title of the eulogy was as Dr. Hester pointed out, “a
hallmark of Tom’s life.” Because he traveled an
unexplored path (integrating psychology and theology in
the education of seminary students), Dr. Pugh “often was
out of step with his colleagues and friends.” In closing,
Dr. Hester quoted the very fitting words of Thoreau “to
mark the passing of Thomas Jefferson Pugh”:
Ifa man does not keep pace with his companions,
perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.
Let him step to the music which he hears,
howevermeasured orfar away.
Former colleagues and students, present colleagues
and students, fellow church members, friends of Thomas
Pugh all gathered on February 12 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Friendship Baptist Church to bid their fond farewells to a
man who touched so many lives. His presence is truly
missed at ITC; he was fondly referred to as the
“caretaker” of ITC. Often when you greeted him in the
hallway or the dining hall: “Dr. Pugh, how are you?”, his
familiar response was “Tol’able.” We miss that!
One of ITC’s first faculty members, professor of
Psychology and Pastoral Care, the “father of pastoral care
and counseling in Black theological education,” Thomas
Jefferson Pugh died on February 9, 1994 from
complications of heart surgery. Dr. Pugh had served ITC
in numerous capacities, including vice president for
Academic Services.
His educational background (degrees from Clark
College, Atlanta University, Gammon Theological
Seminary, Boston University; post-doctoral studies,
In October 1992 the Board of Trustees voted to name
the ITC pastoral counseling center in his honor. The
Thomas Jefferson Pugh Pastoral Counseling Center will
be housed in the new James H. Costen Lifelong Education
Center. On May 6, 1994 the Education Center will be
dedicated and special recognition of the Pugh Pastoral
Counseling Center will take place at that time.
t
Dr. Pugh is survived by his wife, Angelia; two sons;
one brother; other relatives, friends, and innumerable
“family” members of ITC.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY,
TURNER AND PHILLIPS!!
Those of us who are based on the ITC campus look
forward to the month of February. Four of our seminaries
celebrate the anniversaries of their founding—Turner
(AME), Phillips (CME), Morehouse (Baptist) and Mason
(Church of God in Christ). The campus is teeming with
alumni and friends who return “home” to participate in
the celebrations. Turner and Phillips marked major
milestones this year. Turner celebrated its 100th
anniversary and Phillips celebrated its 50th anniversary.
For three days (February 7-9, 1994) alumni, friends,
AME bishops and pastors gathered at ITC to
commemorate 100 years of existence of Turner
Theological Seminary. The theme of the celebration was
“100 Years: Expanding the Mission for Christ,
Human Dignity, Liberation.” Among the events that
were held was the Henry McNeal Turner Lecture. Bishop
John R. Bryant, Presiding Prelate of the 10th Episcopal
District, was the lecturer. Bishop Bryant also delivered
spirit-filled, soul-stirring messages at the Turner Image
Awards Worship Service and the Centennial Founder’s
Day Convocation. Centennial Awards were presented to
Rev. Dr. A. J. Richardson (Distinguished Alumnus), Rev.
Terrence C. Hensford (Special Recognition), and Bishop
Frank C. Cummings (Outstanding Benefactor).
Phillips School of Theology celebrated the 50th
anniversary of its founding February 8-10, 1994. “The
C.M.E. Church’s Commitment to Theological
Education in Retrospect and Prospect” was the theme of
the three-day celebration. The 11th B. Julian Smith
Lectures were held on February 9 with Bishop Othal H.
Lakey as lecturer. Other keynote speakers/preachers
included Rev. Charles King (alumni worship service),
Bishop Oree Broomfield, Sr., 7th Episcopal District
(Founders’ honors banquet), and Bishop Marshall Gilmore,
4th Episcopal District (Founders’ Convocation). The voices
of the Lane College Choir and the Paine College Choir were
an invigorating addition to the alumni worship service and
the convocation. Another major highlight of this historic
celebration was the presence of the College of Bishops from
the 10 Episcopal Districts of the CME Church.
Morehouse School of Religion is gearing up for 1995
when it celebrates its 50th anniversary. This year’s 49th
Founder’s Day celebration (“Forging New Directions
for God’s People in the 21st Century ”) was filled with
powerful preaching. The celebration began with several
Atlanta area singing groups in concert. Tuesday morning
(February 14) the Founder’s Day Convocation sermon
was delivered by Dr. A. Russell Awkard, pastor of New
Zion Baptist Church (Louisville, KY). Dr. Michael
Harris, pastor of Wheat Street Baptist Church; Rev.
Carolyn Knight, pastor of Philadelphia Baptist Church of
Christ (New York, NY); and Dr. Johnny Youngblood,
pastor of St. Paul Community Baptist Church (Brooklyn,
NY) were the preachers for the remaining three sessions.
Rev. Mack I. Frank, president of the Morehouse Student
Fellowship, closed out the celebration on Thursday
morning at the Student’s Fellowship Hour.
Mason Theological Seminary, the youngest of our
seminaries, also marks a milestone in 1995—its 25th
anniversary. This year’s celebration addressed a very
important issue: “The Special Commission on Women
in the Ministry in the Church of God in Christ.” The
activities of the celebration included the alumni worship
service. Chaplain Pekola Roberts (Ft. Stewart, GA)
brought the message. The Founder’s Day Convocation
was held Thursday morning (February 24) with Dr.
Barbara M. Lewis, state supervisor of California
Jurisdiction No.l, delivering the message. The
scholarship benefit banquet culminated the celebration.
Dr. Frank Ellis, chairman of the General Assembly of the
Church of God in Christ was the keynote speaker.




Gloria C. Bennett (‘92-TTS) is a full-time chaplain at the
Metro Correctional Institute, Atlanta, GA.
David R. Bishop (‘93-TTS) and his wife, Barbara, are the
proud parents of David Ryan Bishop. Bom February 28,
he is the fifth generation “David R.” in the Bishop family.
Congratulations!!
Ella F. Busby (‘90-JCS), former pastor of Carver Heights
Presbyterian Church (Columbus, GA), has accepted a call
as New Church Development Evangelist in Florence, SC.
Arthur Carson (‘79-MSR) is enrolled in the Doctor of
Ministry program at United Theological Seminary
(Dayton, OH).
Casey J. Childs II (‘87-TTS), national president of Turner
Theological Seminary Alumni Association and pastor of
Poplar Spring AME Church (Laurens, SC), has
successfully led the Poplar Spring congregation in
completing a new church building and renovation project.
The new building was dedicated by Bishop John Hurst
Adams.
Philip R. Chisholm (‘90-TTS) is pastoring Bethel AME
Church (Plymouth, MA) and pursuing the Master’s degree
in Education at Eastern Nazarene College.
Shawn Connors (‘92-MSR) is on active duty with the
U.S. Army, serving as chaplain at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, TX.
Larry Covin, Jr. (‘91-TTS) is senior chaplain at the
Baltimore City Detention Center. He is currently an
adjunct professor at Morgan State University and pursuing
the Ph.D. degree at Howard University.
Earl Dabney (‘79-GTS) was elected president of the
Atlanta Police Athletic League Board ofDirectors.
Ernest C. Etheredge (‘81-GTS) is currently pursuing the
Doctor of Ministry degree at Erskine Theological
Seminary.
Thomas E. Fantroy (‘88-JCS) was installed as pastor of
Pilgrim Baptist Church (St. Paul, MN) on December 8.
Carnell Hampton (‘65-JCS), pastor of Melina
Presbyterian Church (Gable, SC) for the past 28 years, is
chairman of the East Clarendon School Board and
Moderator of the Presbytery Council.
Phylicia Harding-Smith (‘93-TTS) is adjunct professor at
Temple University. Phylicia teaches the course
Intellectual Heritage which consists of ancient Greek
civilization, Old and New Testaments, the Koran and the
Italian Renaissance. She plans to enter the Ph.D. program
in Religion at Temple. Phylicia also serves on the
ministerial staff of St. Matthew AME Church in
Philadelphia.
Wayne T. Houston (‘93-GTS) is pastoring Peoples United
Methodist Church (Colorado Springs, CO).
Stanford Hunt (‘92-MSR) completed a one-year CPE at
Memorial Medical Center in Savannah, GA in September
1993.
Steven Johnson (‘93-CHM) is truly interdenomina¬
tional!!! He is serving as associate pastor of Carter
Memorial Church of God in Christ (San Bernardino,CA);
associate director of the FAME Renaissance Program of
the First AME Church (Los Angeles, CA); teaching
African American Church History at the Ecumenical
Center for Black Church Studies, University of LaVeme;
and teaching Preaching and Church History at West
Angeles Bible College.
Randy Kelley (‘90-GTS) was elected president of the
Gadsden, AL chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC).
Eddie Long (‘86-MSR) accepted his new appointment as
the third Bishop of the Full Gospel Baptist Church
Fellowship during consecration services held at the church
he pastors, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church
(Decatur,GA).
Larry Martin (‘89-GTS) was “carefully chosen” by the
Louisiana United Methodist Conference as the first
minister of the New Southside United Methodist Church
(Monroe, LA). According to The Monroe Dispatch, “the
newly started church is growing and moving fast.”
Lonnie C. McClain (‘90-TTS) and his wife celebrated
their third wedding anniversary on December 22, 1993.
Lloyd T. McGriff (‘89-MSR) has written Aaron: Mt.
Olive’s Mouthpiece, a compilation of sermons by Dr.
Aaron Mackley who pastored Mount Olive Baptist Church
(Arlington, VA) for 55 years. Lloyd is pastor of New
Shiloh Baptist Church of Turners Station in Baltimore,
MD.
Andrew McRae, Sr. (‘88-’MSR) is enrolled in the D.
Min. program at Columbia Theological Seminary
(Decatur, GA).
Telly H. Miller (‘65-MSR) is chaplain at Los Angeles
Mission, Los Angeles, CA.
Ollis J. Mozon, Jr. (‘78-MSR) has been promoted to the
rank of Commander in the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps. He
is currently serving as Assistant Group Chaplain at Camp
Lejeune, NC.
Willie L. Muse (‘87-MSR) was recently elected president
of Selma (AL) University.
The subject of the cover story of the January 1, 1994 issue
of The Atlanta Tribune was Sallie B. Parrish (‘93-
MSR). The article, “New Beginning,” tells of Sallie’s
decision to concentrate more on her “new pursuit—
ministering through music.” The CEO of C.W Trucking
Company has increased her community and church
ministering through preaching and through her first
passion—music. In December for a second time, the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and the All-Atlanta Chorus
(organized by Parrish) performed to four sold-out
audiences in Atlanta’s Symphony Hall.
Timothy W. Price (‘81-PST) is director of Pastoral Care
at the Medical Center of Central Georgia (Macon, GA).
John W. Redic II (‘86-CHM) is the executive director of
the Longwood Historic District Community Association,
Inc. (Bronx, NY). The Association’s mission is to
preserve and produce housing and human services for the
residents of Longwood and South Bronx communities.
The South Carolina Junior Chamber of Commerce
recently honored Luonne A. Rouse (‘80-GTS) as one of
its recipients of the South Carolina Outstanding Young
American Awards for his efforts in promoting racial
harmony in the United Methodist Church. Each year the
Chamber presents awards to outstanding leaders in the
fields of religion, education, business, community service
and agriculture. Luonne was chosen as the outstanding
religious leader. He is pastor of the Disciples United
Methodist Church in Greenville, SC.
According to the February 17, 1994 issue of the South
Carolina United Methodist Advocate, “South Carolina
Bishop Joseph Bethea made history this week by
announcing that one of two clergypersons who will fill
empty district superintendent seats this June will be an
African-American woman—the first ever to serve in this
capacity in this Conference and in the Southeastern
Jurisdiction.” Angelin M. Simmons (‘74-GTS) will serve
as the Orangeburg District Superintendent, making her the
Conference’s third woman to be appointed to the Cabinet
and the fifth African-American woman to serve as a
United Methodist district superintendent in the United
States. She is presently serving as pastor of Mt. Carmel
United Methodist Church in Charleston, SC.
Nathaniel J. Smith (‘65-PST) celebrated his 81st birthday
on September 12, 1993.
Brenda H. Tapia (‘84-JCS) is the creator and director of
the Love of Learning program, a nationally recognized
education support program for African American
secondary students. Several of the program’s first
graduates completed the bachelor’s degree from Davidson
(NC) College in May 1993. Currently there are 60 Love of
Learning students in their freshman and sophomore years
of college and 120 students enrolled in grades 9-12.
Renita H. Thomas (‘84-GTS) was one of the four featured
female clergy in the February 12 issue of the Atlanta
Journal/Constitution’s article, “Women in the Pulpit.”
The article dealt with the acceptance and support that these
four women ministers receive from their congregations.
Renita is pastor of Cedar Grove United Methodist Church
(Conley,GA).
Deborah D. Timmons (‘90-GTS) is listed in the 1994-95
edition of Who’s Who Among Black Americans.
Deborah, pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church
(Sheffield, AL), was the guest speaker at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. commemorative program in Florence, AL
sponsored by the Kappa Phi Omega chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority.
William Washington, Jr. (‘87-TTS) is presently working
with the Lexington County Community Mental Health
Center (Lexington, SC). He is licensed as a clinical
counselor by the South Carolina Commission on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, and has completed 2,000
hours of CPE at the Academy of Pastoral Education, South
Carolina State Hospital.
Floretta L. Watkins (‘93-JCS) was recently ordained at
St. Luke Presbyterian Church in Orangeburg, SC.
Theresa L.Woodfolk C92-JCS) is the director of an after¬
school program at Seigle Avenue Presbyterian Church
(Charlotte, NC). She began the program in 1993 when she















Martin Luther King, Jr. International Memorial Chapel
Morehouse College Campus
ITC JOURNAL/PRESS PUBLICATIONS
If you are not a subscriber to the Journal of the
Interdenominational Theological Center or a regular
reader of ITC Press publications, get on line today! To
receive the JITC and editions of the Black Church
Scholars Series, please contact Ms. June Johnson at
(404)527-7727. Stay knowledgeable of the latest




ALUMNI NEWS ABOUT OUR OWN
During their Founder’s Day celebrations, the following

















































The following persons were elected as officers of the
chapter, and were officially installed on March 20 at












The first annual banquet hosted by the Charlotte chapter
of the ITC Alumni Association will be held on April 23,
1994 at 6:00 p.m., Greater Mount Sinai Baptist Church.
The Rev. R. L. White, national alumni president, will be
the guest speaker. Tickets are $16.00. For more
information contact Adelaide Barringer, chapter
president at (704) 594-5994.
Newly Established Chapters
Since the last issue of The Lantern, two chapters in
South Carolina have been established. Organizational
meetings were held with the following persons elected
as officers:
Columbia Chapter
President Ernest Etheridge (’81)
Vice President Eddie Deas (’84)
Secretary/Treasurer Ronnie Brailsford (’83)
Assist. Secretary/Treasurer Rosalyn G. Frederick (’79)










Twenty-five members of the ITC Chorus were a part of the
background vocal aggregation that sang the National
Anthem with Natalie Cole at Super Bowl XXVIII. The
choir was comprised of representatives of the AUCenter
school chomses.
The poem, “Superman Visited Me the Other Day,” by
Cassandra R. Baker has been accepted for publication in
River Crossings, a 1994 anthology of the International
Black Writers and Artists, Inc. Ms. Baker is the former
assistant director of OLA (see story on page 6).
President James H. Costen is quoted and featured in the
article, “Razing Religion’s Last Barriers,” in Ebony
magazine (March 1994). The article, which focuses on
Blacks who have assumed the leadership at top, largely
White theological seminaries, also features former ITC
Vice President for Academic Services David Shannon,
president of Andover Newton Theological School.
Recently published Women and Religious Ritual contains
a chapter, “African American Women and Religious
Ritual” by Helmar Emil Nielsen Professor of Music and
Worship Melva W. Costen. Dr. Costen was Jarrell
Lecturer for Ministers’ Week 1994 at the Candler School of
Theology and also the African American History Month
lecturer at Andover Newton Theological School.
Kenneth C. Henry, associate professor of Church History,
has been named to the editorial board for the development
of the Dictionary of the Stone-Campbell Movement
scheduled for publication in December 1995. Rev. Henry
has two recent publications: “Faith and Learning Among
African American Disciples of Christ” in the Winter 1993
issue of Discipliana and a chapter, “Contemporary
Relations Between Jews and African Americans”, in The
Church and the Jewish People: A Study Guide for the
Christian Church (Disciples ofChrist), edited by Clark M.
Williamson.
ITC board member Donald L. Hollowell is featured on the
cover of the Fall 1993 issue of the UNCF publication, A
Mind Is, and is one of the four UNCF alumni highlighted
in the cover story to demonstrate how far African
Americans have come in the fields of business and law.
Barbara C. Holton, administrative assistant to the Vice
President for Academic Services, was honored by the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social
Change at its Community Service Awards and Recognition
Rally during KingWeek ‘94. Mrs. Holton was cited for her
outstanding voluntary service to the community.
Jonathan Jackson, professor of Christian Education, was
the guest preacher at Laster Chapel United Methodist
Church (College Park, GA) during its “Black History/Love
Sunday” celebration. Alumnus Edward J. Best, Jr. (‘86-
GTS) is the pastor.
Patrica James was selected as a finalist in the American
Traditions Female Vocalist Competition that was held in
Savannah, GA. The 1994 competition featured women
vocalists performing American spirituals, songs of Stephen
Foster, blues of W.C. Handy and selections ranging from
gospel to Gershwin. Mrs. James is the administrative
assistant to the Dean ofPhillips School of Theology.
Temba L. Mafico, professor of Old Testament and
Biblical Languages, has been very active on the speaking
circuit: Linden CME Church (Alumnus HughlettWilson,
pastor); Good Hope Baptist Church, Augusta, GA
(Alumnus Johnny R. Hatney, pastor); Liberty Baptist
Church, Augusta, GA (Alumnus Alfred Walker, pastor);
and Piney Grove Baptist Church, Augusta, GA (MSR
seminarian Willie J. Jackson, pastor).
Ella Mitchell, visiting professor of Homiletics, was the
guest preacher at the interfaith service of St. John Cathedral
(Cleveland, OH) commemorating the birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Winter 1993 issue of The Western Journal of Black
Studies contains the article “Individuation and the Entering
African-American Seminary Student,” by Stephen C.
Rasor, associate professor of Sociology of Religion and
director of the Doctor ofMinistry Program. Dr. Rasor also
serves as the president of the Steering Committee of The
Association for Doctor ofMinistry Education.
Convocation ‘94—’’Empowering African American
Youth and Parents”— was held at ITC February 25 and
26. The basic aim of the conference, sponsored by the
Christian Education department of ITC under the direction
of Anne Wimberly, associate professor of Christian
Education and Music, was to affirm the value of our youth
and their parents, and provide tools that will empower
responsible Christian living.
IT’S ELECTION TIME
It’s election time for officers of the ITC National Alumni Association. We need your input in designing a strong
leadership team that will continue to carry out our responsibilities to the institution and address alumni concerns. Please
use the form below to submit your nominations for the specific offices. If you do not desire to submit names for all eight
(8) offices, it is perfectly all right. Please send the completed form to the following address:
Rev. Earl Dabney
Chair, Nominations/Elections Committee
c/o Ms. Paulette Isaac
Interdenominational Theological Center














TWO KEY STAFF PERSONS RESIGN LETTERS OF
INSPIRATION
Cassandra R. Baker, who served as assistant director
of Office of Institutional Advancement and public
relations director for the past six years, resigned
February 25 to begin her own business, CB Runn with
Others. The new venture specializes in public relations
and special events planning. The ITC family wished
her well at a reception held in her honor. Our prayers
and best wishes to Cassandra in her new endeavor.
Cassandra R. Baker with President Costen and Vice
President Morris at herfarewell reception.
Charles H. Lewter IV (‘87-MSR), former assistant to
the Registrar at ITC, resigned in January to become
dean of the Johnson-Philip All-Faiths Chapel and
assistant director of Student Activities at Prairie View
A&M University. Having served for five years in the
position at ITC, he is surely missed by the entire
community. We wish him Godspeed!
Charles Lewter is all smiles as he receives gift of love that
indicates he will be missed.
We welcome commendations, suggestions, words of
encouragement from our readers. Since our last issue of
The Lantern, we have received several inspiring letters,
some that we would like to share.
“When I was a student a Union Seminary, Dr. Henry
Pitney Van Dusen used to talk about I.T.C. as ‘the most
forward-looking model of theological education in
America. ’ He predicted that someday I. T. C. would be a
‘jewel in the crown ofecumenical Christianity. ’ Well, I’ve
just received the new issue of The Lantern, and I’ll be
danged ifold Pitney wasn’t right!”
Bruce L. Robertson
Vice President, Eckerd College
St. Petersburg, FL
“The article was fantastic. I really appreciate your
having chosen me as your special feature. Maybe other
women beginning the journey will take inspiration from
what you have communicated. ”





“I seldom report all with which I am involved, but if it
can be used to encourage ITC students to maximize their
time in study and to encourage ITC alumni to maximize
their gifts to our institution oflearning, then the report will
not be vanity. ”
Steve Johnson (‘93-CHM)
Associate Pastor
Carter Memorial Church ofGod in Christ
San Bernardino, CA
“I just wanted to write to say thank you (Dr. Melva
Costen) for all that you have done for me. You helped me
immensely andfor this I am truly grateful. If it were notfor
you and the ITCfamily, I know that Iwould not have had a
chance to get this position. ”
Wesley S. Halliburton (‘92-PST)
Mary Alice Clark Stollenwerck
Minister of Music
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church
Birmingham, AL
tO/Hr/i(/ f/icunion
May 5-7,1994 are the dates for the Grand Reunion for ALL
ITC alumni. Several activities are being planned for this
historic event including a luncheon featuring Dr. James
Cone as guest speaker and the dedication of the James H.
Costen Lifelong Education Center. Please mark calendars
now and watch your mail for more details.
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